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R1GHT HONORABLE, c. 


7 is a ſad charge which a proud Jeſuite layes Guaten, 
be por our Nation, where he ſayes that there is 
20 Hereſy, ſince the firſt noiſe of the Goſ- 
2  pcl, arſe in the Church of God, where- 
es wh the reformed part is not ftained, 
and polluted. 1 heartily wiſh that the growing impic- 
ties which gather ſtrength daily , and deface our Church, 
| | did not embolden our Adverſaries in preſiing that 


charge. — 
To prevent the farther growth of Sinne and Hereſies, 
There is ( as 1 humbly conceive ) no better way then to 
maintaine and uphold Chriſts Miniſterie; A calling ſo 
laborious and uſefull, if we reſpect its end and duty, (as it 
it is honorable, if we conſider its Dignity, ) that thoſe, who 
deny their aſiiſtance by way of maintenance to ſupport it, 
doe that in facto which will deerade Chriſt from hs 
Throne, I meane, The Truth of the Goſpell, whereby he pry, 9. ,. 
i advanced and ſet up in His Royall glories above all 
Schiſmes a Hereſfies. 170 67 
The Miniſters of the Goſpell are Chriſts F Watch- Hb 13.7 
A 3 men 


| The Epiſtle. 
men, and Truths Champions; diſcountenance and 24 

theſe, you will preſently find an inrode or invaſion made 

by Chriſts Enemies upon Truths territories , and bounds, 

from whence will follow a corrupting of the Holy Scrip- 

2 Per. 3. 16 tures, 4 wreſting of them to privat ends , and with theſe 

miſcheifes a traine of miſeries the unhappy iſſue of diviſions 

in Iudgement and Opinions. 

Theſe tuo are Truth & the Mot ber of Peace, which is Religions Nurce. 
joyn'd togeiher 7 he preſervation of which three together with the Reve - 

42 40.8. 16. rend Fathers and true Sonnes of the Church, as it is the 

19. ſubject of my daily devotions, ſo it is the aime of my un- 

worthy endeavours in this enſuing Treatiſe, wherein 1 ſhall 

make it cleare to the eye of an Impartiall judgement , that 

either by altering the manner of payment, or diminiſhing 

the matter of the Miniſters warntenance, that holy functi- 

on will in a ſhort time be quite extinſt, when the workmen 

ſhall be diſcouraged and forced to neglect their Calling for 

want of that wages which is allowed them by God, and eſt«- 

bliſhed by the Lawes. GEN) NT 

Tbeſeech you lay to your hearts two remarkable paſſages 

Plal.1g. i this Treatiſe, one concerning the miſeries of Germany, 

which began with the deniall of paying Tithes to the Clergy; 

Plal.2zG& The other concerning the Scots, now thrown down, by the 
ſtrength and valour of our Nation, from the Pinacle of 

their pride, to that lem and deſpicable conditian, which 

might deſerve pity, were the ſufferers onely men and not 

Scots, never true friends to the Engliſh , ac appeares by 

our Stories. They find nom by ſad experience that Sacri- 

ledge and Presbytery, are not ſure leggs to truſt to in the 

motion of an Arm, &c. 


T ſhall rake no longer in this ſore ; onely ſabjoyne that 


wholſome rule by way of preſcription which S. Aug. left to 
_ 


The Epiſtles 
u in one of bis + Sermons, De aliorum plagis m:dica- f cm. pe verbir. 
mentum faciamus vulneribus noſtris, To make a plaiſter of Prim 
other mens miſeries to heale our own wounds. 

When 4 22 marches in the Van, aud à judgement fol- 
lowes in the Rere, it is no raſhneſſe to ſay that the one is the 
cauſe of the other. And when Sinne like Pharez , breaks Gen. 38. 29 
out in our lives, judgement like Zarah will break in upon 
us. Therefore you may aſſure your ſelves that tbe eye of 
Juſtice i not «fleepe, ſo 4s to ſpare aud connive at a ſiune 
in one age or people, which it hath ſeverely puniſbed in ; 
another. Thou ſhalt drinke of thy Siſters Cup deepe, Ezek. 23. 32 
and large, &c. ſo ſaid God by his Prophet to Aholibah 
bi. e. Hieruſalem) that followed the whoredomes of Aholah, 
i. e. Samaria. 0h 5 venture not on that bridge of 
Sacriledge, from which ſo many have been thrown off and 
drownd. But like goed Patriots, like theſe Nobles and 
Rulers ( who with their Swords and Speares did protect Neem. 4. 1 . 
their brethren the Jewes , whilſt they built the wall of 20.214. 
Hieruſalem, Nehem. 4.) Aßiſt the Clergy with 
the Swords of your power, and ſupport them with the 
Speares of your exemplary contributions, oppoſing thoſe * 
Sanballats, and Tobiahs, thoſe Geſhems of the Conntry, Nehem. 6. 1 
who endeeveur to deale with them not ently as David ard 2 
with Saul, i.e. ct off « lap of their garment ; but alfo 1 Sam. 24. 5 
(which is more barbarows ) as the King of Ammon. id by ED 
the meſſengers King David, who ſhaved halte of their 
Beards, and cut off their Garments tothe middle, &c. 
By a Clergy, the Miniſters, ſo polled and made deformed, 

od cannot be glorified , (For from contempt of the perſon | 
ever did, aud will flow a contempt of the Word ) and thoſe 1 Sim. 2. 30 
who thus —_— God in his Servants, muſt not looke to 
be honourd by Him nor glorified. 
To 


The Epiſtle. | 

To pre vent all thoſe miſchiefes which did ever attend the 
Sacrilegious and Diſpiſers of Gods Prophets, accept of 
this my humble Dedication, and Advice, (who was ſtirrd 
up by God, and not engaged in this work by any hope of 
profit, having no peculiar charge of Soules ) Date, Red- 
dite, Give and Reſtore what is due to the Miniſtery; Sv 
may you reap the benefits of their powerfull Prayers , and 
amongF#t them his, { who ſeekes not yours but you.) 
And deſires to approve himſelfe (as S. Paul did to the 
2 Cor.. Corinthians) | 


2 Cor. 12. 14 


Your Servant for Ieſus ſake, 


R. Bo REM AN. 


aas 8 a AsAAAA 


. 


Errata. 


8 A e t. I. 3. r. Thoſe. p. T. l. ic. r. oſice of. 3. I. 23. r. ſufficiency to di 18 | 
e Dove. 2 ſcharg 


e ee eee 


"— Ee INT" "RF 
2 "AF : St *T 1 
7 8 N =” — 9 
e 4 2 2 i y 4 
<< -< * 
— 


a4 88884 48888488 
"HB. Bt 
COUNTRYMANS 


CAaTECHISME,GC. 


S1 r. I. 
The end and neceſſity of the Miniſter) 


PP. is the property of Lions (as the Naturaliſt ob- 

Fm A ſerves) to get their prey by jumps: So in a man- 
| © * 4 

5 71 ner doe theſe pre ſumptuous Chriſtians, who re- 

| N 2 — not what God commands, but expect what 

de hath promiſed, who catch at the end but neg - 

lect the meanes: Such are of a Lion. lilg diſpo- 


' - 
Py 
2 ® 
- 


! ) Fs * — 4 { 
Te Je No 9 o } | 


ſition, they are not Chriſts Lewbes, they want humilitic and 
meekneſſe, in that they rebell againſt his word, and are wanti h 
to that Obedience which is the marke of Chriſts ſheep, (Jab. 10.) Ich. 10. 27. 


who heare bis voyce, and folow him in the wayes of his precepts, 
and holineſſe, which is the onely way to happineſſe. 
Now this Happineſſe (or the Salvation of our Soules) bei 

the maine of all our enlarged deſites, the end of our Faith, an 

that. which we ſhould drive at in our beſt and moſt active endex- 
vours, The ordinary meanes of Salvation, and that which God 
in his mercie and providence hath appointed for the begetting 
and increaſe of Faith in us, are the ord and Sacraments; In the 


Adminiſtration whereof,together with the“ power of the keyes, * Mat. 16.1. 


conſiſts chiefly the office Miniſters ; who are reſembled by thoſe 18. 18. 
ſeven pipes, (which the Prophet Zacharie ſaw in the Viſion) that 
conveyed the Oile which dropped from the two Olive-trees 
into the Limpes of the Candleſtick, all of Gold, with a bowle npon 


the top of it. This was a Type or reſemblance of Gods Church, Zach. 
the Congregation of the Faithfull, who receiving into their 
Soules with a joyfull faith and — the oyle of Gods 

| | word 


3 Theſ 5.1 2. 
43. 


. Ep. 
Job. 9. = 
Jer, 29. 24. 


1 Sam. 3. 4. 
Dan. 10.6. 
1 Kings 19. 9. 


Type Country- mans Catechiſme. 
word diſtilled into their _ by the voyce of his Miniſters chine 
brighe in-keavenly Graces and good works + 
Rae —— bf Croke drawn from this firſt SeRi- 
on is, that the office of a Miniſter is, a ſpeciall Ordinance of God, 
who in his divine Wiſdome and fatherlie providence hath. or- 
daind the Miniſterie for the ſuppreſſing of ſtnne, and Satan, and 
the enlirging of Chriſt. Kingdome in the converſion of Soules. 
Therefore thoſa Miniſtets chat are laborĩons in cheir calling, are 
worthy of all reſpect and reverence, even for their workes ſake, 
as the Apoſtie exhorts, 1 Theſ. 5. Now we beſeech you brethren, 
that ye know them which labour among and are over you in the Lord, 
and admoniſh jou, that ye. have them in ſingular love for their 
Workes ſake. b 


How to diſtinguiſh true Miniſters from falſe pretenders. 
IN . deceived in the perſons of 
men, nor deluded. with outward appearances and ſhadowes 


* „ 
2 


& profeſſian, that we may diſtinguiſh: a Simon Peter from 2 


Simon Magus, an humble Paul from a prond Diotrenhes, a Fere- 
mie from a Shewaiah, a Wolfe from a Sheep, a true Miniſter from 


- zfalſe Intruder, and a diſſemhling Hyppocrite, we: maſt know 


that they onely are true and lawfall Miniſters who are called and 
ſent by Gad, having teceived authority from him to preach or 
gubliſh his holy word. If it ſhould be demanded; How a man 
may know.thathe is called and ſent by God > To this I anſwer, 
ſccing that God does not now ſpeak from Heaven by an audible 
Voyce as he formerly did to his holy Prophet; and ſecing that we 
mult not.nowlogk for Viſions and Apparitions,byy:which meanes 
God converſed with his Servante in former times, you muſt em. 


| brace this poſition for a truth without all emteption That God in 


generalland common duties ſpeakes to Us out of his word. But in 


Two waies of 
God's, calling to 
the Hiniſterit. 


e (where the word in plaine termes ſerveth not, but is 

ſilent)he ſpeaks to a man (whom he intends for ſo high a Calling 

as the Miniſterjc,), theſe two waies, by the Voyce of his 'owne 
Conſcience, and by the Voice of the Church, © 98 

Would you then know. whether you are ſent and a - 

: 0d? 


CITY 
e 


God? Firſt mise thine vτπe Conſoience, Try whether chou 
find oſt in thy elfe eheſe t] o properties requiret ĩn a full Mini- 
niſters, Abila, and Wihingneſſe; put thy ſelfe to examination 
whether thou findett thy ſelfe furniſhed with thoſe gifts which 
are requiſite for ſo high a Calling. As, good expreſſion, a good 
memorie, skill in the three Languages, Latin, Greek and Hebrew, 
a deep knowledge in the Holy Scriptures and the Ancient Fa. 
thers, wich Moderne writers, &c. Secondly, trie and examine 
thy ſelfe wherher thou beeſt Viling to undretake this calling, 
whether thou haſt this ceſtimony from thy enlightned Coreience, 
that thou deſireſt to ſerve God in this function or Calling above 
all others, without all worldly and Siniſter reſpects, not aiming 
at thine owne profit or credit, bat onety at this, that in the Con- 
verfion of Soules God may be glorified, When thou haſt ſifted 
thy Conſcience und findeſt thy ſelfe thus willing, and Ricred up 
by ſome inward motion of Gods Spirit, then wait upon the 
Santwuary,put thy ſelfe into thoſe ſcales, ſigniſie unto the Churob 
that is, the Reverend Paſfoum of it; declare uato thoſe thy wil. 
lingneſſe to attend God in this Spiritual! and Divine office, 
And if upon fignification of this thy 17/565»gnrſſe, They, whoſe . 
office it is to ordaine Miniſters, (ſhall, upon triail made of th 
gifts and learning, approve of thy deſire to ſerve God in the 
Miniſtrrie, and of thy ſufficiencie diſcharge thar fervice , and 
thereupon give thee a Commiſſion by impoſition vf hands 
to undergoe ſo great a work upon theſe grounds thou maiſt con- 
clade that thou art lawfully called, and this calling is as effectu- 
all and of as great Validity, as if God ſhonld by a Voice from 
Heaven ſpeake unto thee. - N 

The practiſe of the Apoſtles in ordaining Presbyters, and the , &. 14.23. 
charge which Saint Pan gives Timothy the firſt Biſbop of the 1 Tim. 5. 22; 
Church of Epbeſus (which charge concernes thoſe, and thoſe Ley hands ſud- 
onely who are the Apoſtles ſucceſſours) that practice of the A- deni on no man, 
poſtles, and this latter charge, together with Saint Pauls directi- 
on to Tu, the firſt Biſbop of the Cretians, are ſo many ſtrong Tit. i.5. 
evidences to confirme this Truth, that they who Ahimaas like 2 Jam. 18,322 
will be rrmniog before they be ſent;xhoſe who will not put them- 
ſelves upon the triaſl of the Church, but upon private motions, 

and carnall reſpects undertake the. Prieſts office, ſuch men are 
| B 2 gulltie 


Lam. 5. 16, 


1 Cor. 7. 20. 


x Cor. 11. 1. 


Act 9.6. 


| The Country. mans Catechiſme. 
guiltie of high preſumption, and ſhall bring upon themſelves ſwift 
deſtraction, 2 Pet. 2. 1. The Apoltle to ſcare all men from ſuch 
audacious attempts and practices, adds moreover, ver. 3. that 
the pudgement of ſuch bold intruders 25 not farre off and their dam- 
uation ſlumbreth not. BE 

My ſecond Inference from this ſecond Section ſhall be this, chat 
if tobe gifted only be a ſufficient ground or warrant for any Me- 
chanikto undertake the miniſteriall calling, then may a Common 
Souldier take upon him to be a Colonel or Captain without any 
farther warrant or Commiſſion, and onely becauſe in his owne 
conceit he is better skilled in Martiall affaires then others. under 
whoſe command he is: This bold Uſurpation will not be tole- 
rated in a Soaldier, neither will God tolerate that in a Weaver 
or Taylor, who ſhall skip from the Shop- bord into a Pulpit. 
They muſt expect for their Pride to be degraded by God, and to 
be caſt ſ unleſſe they repeat of their ſawcie wickedneſſe, and re- 
turne to their Callings ) into the bottomleſſe pit of Hell, where 
they ſhall once more preach (or rather howle) among the dam- 
ned (ſome of vrhich have been by their falſe docttines ſeduced) 
Their Text then ſhall be, Moe unte 15, We are undone, We have 
ſinned in leading Soules to Hell, in Corrupting them by our damna- 


bie Doftrines tending to Sedition, Treaſon, and Faction, to the over- 


4 


throw of all Government Which God hath appointed for the quieting 
and ſetling of the Church aud State in peace and true Religion, &c. 
This exclamation or lamentation ſhall be a part of their Sermon 
there, which ſhall never have an end, never come to a Concluſi- 
on. Let me then perſwade with all meekneſſe and tenderneſſe all 
choſe who have Uſurped the Prieſts office, to looke back upon 
their callings which they have deſerted, and remember two 
Texts which I ſhall commend to their Conſciences : the firſt is 
this, Let everie one abide in that calling, whereunto he hath been 
called. 1 (6.7. The ſecond is that of Saint Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 
Be ye followers of me even as I am of Chriſt Jeſms. Now Saint Paul 
did not preach untill it was ſaid to him, Aviſe and goe, 8c. This 
voyce came to him from Heaven: We muſt expect no ſuch 
voyce now] We who are Miuiſtert of the Geſpell have a war- 
rant to preach, being called to it by the Church, whoſe voyce is 
the voyce of God. If that bids us goe and preach, if we then goe 
an 


FE The Country- mans Catechiſme.” 9 
und not before, then are wee lawfully called. And this is the | 
ordinary way, the foregate by which and through which we are to 

paſſe and enter into the function of Miniſters, 

As for that Poſters, that back-dore of Revelations and private 

Motions which the Illuminatoes of the times, the e Lnabaptifts 

pretend unto, our Saviour himſelfe teſtifies that thoſe who enter 

chat way are Theeves and Robbers, Sd they are indeed, for they joh. 10. 1 
ſteale away the affeRions of the People from their lawfull Go- 

vernors, they pick mens pockets to enrich themſelves , whileſt - 

they impoveriſh their auditors, by deſtroying their Soules, which 

they will bereave of future happineſſe, if men beware not of 

them in time and avoyd their private * meetings, &c. But let 

the Acts of the Apoſtles, as well as their Doctrine be the rule of . which à Fa- 
our practice; let us propound them and the Prophets for out ther cigtuly cals 
imitation. The Prophets of the Old Teſtament and the Apoſtles cus Au- 
of the New, did not propheſie nor preach till they were ſent : 55, xaleys: 
God bid Iſaiah Goe, Cc. 1.6.9. And he bid lis Apoſtles Goe, & c. ye Serubyoy. 
Mat. 28.29. Theſe latter and the former were extraordinary Bafil. i. e. 
Miniſters of both Teſtaments , they had the gift of Prophecy, The Pennes of 
Languages, and Miracles , However they waited upon God for Oy 2 
a Commiſſion, they went not till they were ſent, And this „ill“ 
their act may ſufficiently convince thoſe of a forward preſumpti- I excepe thoſe 
on, who goe before they be ſent , and dare preach when they from this charge 
are not called by the Charch , having not thoſe extraordinary Who — * 
gifts, nay wanting ſometimes even reaſon and common ſence; — of = 
ſo that their boldneſſe is without all excuſe, iniurrſuier. 


SECT. III. g 
The Dignity and Duty of Chriſts Miniſters. 
"He next thing in order to be conſidered is the dignity of the P 
Miniſteriall Calling, which I ſhall a little inſiſt upon, chiefly 
for this reaſon, to vindicate that Function from ſcorne and con- 
tempt, into which it is now unhappily fallen, partly through the 
Pride and Inſolence of ſome: ; partly through the Sloth and 1p- - 
norance of others, who forget how high-their calling is, and re- 
member not whoſe ſervants they are, and what the grand titles 
are which God in his Word affixes to his Miniſters. 
| B 3 They 


1's 
Rev, 2. 1.3. 1, They are ſometimes termed Angellr, that is, ©Alofſunpers 


2 Cor. 5. 20 
Eph, 6.20 


Job 33.23 


Ezech. 32. 30 


Jer. 15. 19 
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and -e Lavbaſſadovrs ; to intimate thus much unto them, that it 
is their office to publiſh Gbfs Word (nd tal) it i Goc 
Word, and to deliver it as chry received it, not mmgling the 
droſſe of their own corrupted fancies wich it. For Ambaſſadors 
and (Meſſengers carry not their own Meſſage, but the Meſſuge of 
their Lords and Maſters by whom they are ſent. They are like · 
wiſe called Interpreters; eb 33. They arc Gods Interpreters to 
the People, and the Peoples ro God. Their office is to reveale 
the Will of God to Man, to diſcover, and that plainly and 
powerfully in the Demonſtration of the Spirit, the meanes where 
by God is reconciled unto us, that is the Death and Paſſion of 
his Son Chriſt Feſws, Hee is likewiſe the peoples Interpreter to 
God,z.e. His Office is to ſtand in the gap betweene Gods Wrath 
and them, to intercede with God for pardon of their finnes, to 
pray in Chriſts Name for his bleſſings and Graces to be powred 
upon them, and to give thanks ia their Names for mercies re- 
ceived, In regard of this ewofold Office it is, that the Prophets 
of old and the Miniſters of the Goſpell are called the month of 
God, Jer.15. Now if we are appointed by God to be his Inter- 
preters , it is required of us and fit that we have the Tongue of the 
learned, 1/.50.4, That we may know how to fpeake a word in 
ſcaſon to a Soule that is under any Croſſe or Tribulation , ei- 
ther outward or inward. Now a man cannot be ſaid to have 
the Tongue of the Learned, unleſſe he be furniſh'd, fitted wich 
humane Learning , which compriſes the ſpeaking with diverſe 


_ tongues , eſpecially thoſe Three which were written not without 


myſtery upon our Saviours Croſſe. Secondly, he muſt be fur- 
niſhed and that fully out. of the Word with the knowledge of 
God in all his relations and properties: which knowledge 
being enlarged 2nd fpread more fully to us in the. writings of 
the Fathers and Moderne Writers; theſe alſo are to be ſtudied 
and looked into by thoſe , who would juſtly deſerve the name 
or title of Interpreters. And laſtly, they muſt be inwardly taught 
by the Spirit : They muſt be experimencally acquainted with 
the wayes of God, they maſt. be chrouyhly purged and fanRi- 
fied. Their hearts muſt be cleanſed from all filthy luſts and un- 
cleanneſſe, Their tniderſtandings cleanſed from all darkneffe and 

| errours, 


The Conntroy Currie 
ercours, that ſo they may deliver with comfort and ſucceſſe thoſe 
faving truths which ſhall peirce the heart, and convince the con- 
ſcience of obdurate ſinners. 1 appeaſe then to the judgement of 
knowing Chriſtians, whether the illiterate. and unfanctified 
5xeec0a5741, the punters of this age can juſtly deferve the name vf 
Divine Interpreters. © | 5261 
- Tacendinde this third Seen, concerning the dignity / undet 
which I have likewiſe touched the Dmy) of Miniſters, They 


zee: called; by our Saviour: himſelfe , As, 5.-T be lige of the tr. , 


Forld which title is appropriated to our Saviour himſelfe, oh. 8. 


They are the great luminariet, or lights which Chriſt hath ſet up Joh. 8. 12 


in the Candleſtick- of his Church. A Miniter-that /is: tongues 
tied, and ſilenced hy a continued habit o6 floth:, it candle put 
aut, yet abiding in the ſockit. He that teaches others, preaches 
to the People, yet is not reformed himſelfe, but lives in all pro- 
faneneſſe, ſuch a one is like 2 candle that has à thiefe in it, and 
wants ſnuffing; There is a bad life to be amended which hin- 
ders the operation of the Word, and darkens his Doctrine, fo 
that: the pcople ace little ar nothing at all ediſied by his Preach- 
ing. But he whoſe godly life is a comment upon the Word; He 
who marches before the people with a ſpirituall Sword im one 


hand, and a Flag in the other; He that preaches: in ſeaſun and out 2 Tim. + 2 


of ſeaſon, i. e. amits no opportunity to kill ſinne in the people, 
to mortiſie theit cotruptions by ſcaring them with the Lawes 
terrors , and ſweetningthefe ſowre pils with the Sugar of Goſ- 
pell.comforts ; And if in the meane time he diſphy himſelfe 
in the eye of the People by an holy, vertuous, and unblamable life, 


being an example ta the flock; in — and good works; fuch 1 pet. 
t 


2 one is à true. light that ſhines in per 


ſhall ſhine one day like the Sus in its greateſt glory, when he 
ſhall receive the fruit of his labours, the glorification of his Soule 
and Body. Oh that it might pleaſe God ſo to-warke upon ai out 
hearts, that we might all thus ſhine in the eye of the World in 
Learniog, Pains: taking, Humility, and Holineſs, - 


SEC. 


brightnefſe- ſack a one Dan. 12. 3 
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or Se ee 

T he contempt of godly and painful Miniſters how dangerous. 
Tt the fourth place, becauſe that the calling of Miniſters is 
through the ſubtilty, and malice of Satan and his complices, 
ſoiundervalued in theſe licentious dayes, I muſt from God who 
ſtirred me up to this worke , and ſent me with this meſſage, tell 
the proud and haughty men of this age, that in deſpiſing us they 
deſpiſe God, whoſe owsgyira, Co. workers and Commiſi- 
oners we are. Our Commiſſion is ſet downs in two ſeverall pla- 
ces, Mat. 16. 19. 7oh., 20.23. Whatſoever you looſe in Earth ſhall 
be looſe1 in Heaven, and Whatſoever you ſhall bind upon Earth (ball 
be bound in Heaven. Whoſorvers ſinnes yee remit they are remit- 
ted, and Whoſervers ſinnes yes retaine they are retained. This lat- 


H rot. in oba. ter, as the learned Grotius upon the place aſſerts, is but an expla- 


20, 23. 


The power of 
the Keyes an- 


nation of the former ; and both pointed at by the Prophet 
1ſaiah, c. 44,45, 46. Hee confirmeth the word of his ſervants, &c. 
And the meaning of all in briefe is this, that God who is faithfull 
in his Promiſes, and infallible in his Performances will ratifie in 


nexed to the Heaven what we Miniſterially affitme on Earth. Thus when we 


Miniſtery. 


finde upon ſure and certaine grounds, that a man hath truly re- 
pented him of his ſinnes, we have authority from God to pro. 
ounce the forgiveneſſe of them, to ſay, Thy finnes are pardoned, 
and we have Gods promiſe that he will pronounce the ſame in 
Heaven atthe very ſame time or inſtant, 

And this Miniſteriall abſolution muſt needs quiet and ſettle 
the troubled Soule of an humble Penitent , when he (hall con- 


ſider what Cod, who is Truth it ſelfe, hath promiſed, it is, to con · 


firme the Word of his ſervant, the Miniſter, to worke together 
with bim, who is Gods Deputy on Earth, and the Vicar of the 
Heavenly King, from whom he is ſent, whoſe word it is which 
he publiſheth, and by vertue of whoſe Commiſſion, and War- 
rant hee pronounces pardon to that man, who out of a deepe 
ſight of the foulncfle and danger of his ſinnes, ſhall heartily be- 
wa ile them with unfained tearts of contrition, and promiſing by 


Job 33-23, 24. Gods grace to lead a new life for the time to come. If we de · 


clare to ſuch a one his righteonſneſſe;, that for the merit of Chriſts 


— — 


The Country mans Catechiſme. ' © 
Obedience and Satisfaction made to Gods Jultice , his finnes are 
pardoned, his perſon jaſtified, God will have mercy on him, and 
fave him from deſttuction, as Eliba ſaid to Fob c.33. | 

That which I inferre from this fourth Seſtion is this, To per- 
ſwade all men to acknowledge it to be the Will of God, that 
his Miniſters be had in reverence as for their Wortes ſake, fo for 
this peculiar benefit, which God hath bequeathed to them, an- 
nexing his Promiſe to it, that whoſe ſinnes they pronounce par- 
doned, to him they are remitted. And thus as men dread a 


1 Thelf, 5. 1k |} 


Fudge, and honour the Phyſitian, ſo ought they to doe the like 


to Miniſters, who are both 7-4ices and Medici Spirituales, Jud 
and ſpirituall Phyſicians, For-having a ſpirituall eye to pe 43 
when repentance is unfained and hearty , upon due and certaine 
knowledge of this they may aſſure a penitent that his ſinnes are 
pardoned, which aſſurance is a cordiall to a wounded Soule, a 
7nlip to a perplexed conſcience ;'Tt cooles the burning Feaver of 


a troubled ſpirit , it is the quinteſſence of comfort, the height of 


ſatisfaction, and the marrow of delight to thoſe that have felt 


a burden of their ſinnes, and have upon abſolution been eaſed 
OT it. | | | 

As then wee reſpect the Lawyer for his ability in declaring 
the true ſtate of our cauſe , the Phyſitian for diſcovering the ſtate 
of our Bodies, will you not afford the like or greater reſpect to 
your godly ( Miniſtersi, who declare unto you the ſtate of your 
Soules, and after diſcovery of your diſtemper can apply a So- 
veraine Medicine, compounded of the Word and Promiſes, to 
cure you of your inward maladies > Oh how diſagreeing, and 
ant to that reſpect which God would have given to them, is 

that barbarous cruelty which has been of late years practiſed and 
_ exerciſed upon their perſons I If this he not to act the part of 
the ancient Giants, or of a alia, to deſie God, and to fight againſt 
heaven, refer it to the judgement of all good Chriſtians, who have 
learned and practiſed chat counſell of the Son of Syrac, otherwiſe 
called Eccleſraſticus, To feare God and honour his Miniſters. 
wherein doth this honour conſiſt ? The anſwer to this quere, ſhall 
be the ſum and ſubject of my future diſcourſe, and the cloſe 
of this Treatiſe, 8 N 


C 


SECT, 


But 


Eccl. 7. 29 


1 Tim. 5. 17 


Exodus 20,13 


Jeb 39. 27 
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SECT. V. | 
Wherein the honour which is due to Chriſts Miniſters doth conſiſt, 


T7722 that Labour in preaching or publiſhing the Word, where- 
by Chriſts Kingdome is enlarged, ſuch according to the A- 
poſtle deſerve double honour, What this dowble honour is hath been 


controverted by ſome , and thoſe learned men; but to omit diſ- 
putes as not ſuiting with vulgar capacities (to which I fit, and 
porportion my Diſc ucſe ) I take this to be the meaning of that 


Text, 1 Tim. 5. 17. That laborious painfull Miniſters are to be 
rewarded for their paines with the tribute of the Hand, and that 


other of the Heart. Such Miniſters, who either by preaching or 


writing (which latter is the more laborious and beneficiall to the 
Church) endeavour to beat down Sinne and Hereſie, and to ad- 
vance the Truth, ſuch are not to be {lighted ; God expects, and 
requires in his Word that you afford them civill reſpeR in re- 
yerencing their perſons, and expreſſing that inward reverence by 
outward geſtures and acts of the body, which wee afford to 
thoſe that are in high place and eſteeme amongſt u. 
Againe, it is the Will of God that you afford them ſufficient 
maintenance, to encourage them in their labours, to keepe them 
from diſtractions, and diverſions in their Radies , that they be 
not forced totake care for their backs and bellies , when they 


| ſhould be ſtudying the good of Soules. Now, if I were enjoyned 


to ſpeake my inward thoughts , and to diſcharge my conſcience 
in the Eares of the World, I ſhould proteſt that I conceive there 
is no greater cauſe of the paucity , or fewneſſe of able Minuiſter. 
but this, the ſcantineſſe of meanes, or the want of maintenance. 
This ( beſides the contempt that lyeth on the Calling, together 
with the difficulty in diſcharging the duties of it)this is the maine 
reaſon that there be ſo few who doe undertake it, and ſo few, 
who, having ſet themſelves to this great work,diſcharge it as they 
ought, For whereas a Miniſter ſhould be like 7ob's Eagle, ever 
ſoaring above the World in contemplation , and like Solomon's 
Ant, ever working and alwayes imployed in holy actions, ſuch 
as are Prayer, reading of the Scriptures, and other Claſlicall 
e Authours 


The Country mans Catechiſme, 
Authours / which are ſo many Lights and Lamps ſet up by God 
ia his Church for the better underſtanding of thoſe facred O- 
racles) I demand how it can be poſſible for men ( as wee are) 
cloathed with fleſh and blood, ſabject to the ſame infirmities with 
others, to attend thoſe duties of Contemplation and Aion in our 
Callings , when wee heare the cries of a Family wanting bread; 
when voce feele the ſharpneſſe of the cold for want of Clothes, 
to redeem us from Winters ſharpe talons, and the contempt of 
proud worldlings, who are apt to make the outward habit the 


It 


— 


Jam. 5. 124 


meaſure of a mans abilities, and conclude he is unlearned becauſe 


not well clad. | 


Againe, I demand of thoſe who would have the Miniſter live 


on Almes, how it-can be poſſible for them in ſo meane 1 condi» 
tion to tread the ſteps of Chrift and his Apoſtles, ro-conforme 
themſelves to Hi and Their examples by abounding in works of 
Charity, as feeding the Hungry, clothing the Naked, lodging 
the Hatbourleſſe, entertaining Strangers, how ſhall they do this 
whilſt they live in want themſelves ? How ſhall they obey Chriſte 
command, 50h. 21. directed to Peter, and in him to us, Follow we? 
How can this be done by them ſo long as they want Legg, 4. e. 
Meanes and Ability to do good to Chrifts poor Members? How 
can they be gv, as S. Paul commands, 1 Tim.3.2.5.c, Good 
Houſe- Keepers, if they have not a proviſion, and that ſet and 
certaine for themſelves and others ? If themſelyes be fed at. the 


Trencher of benevolence, what aſſurance will they have of a - 


diſh of meat for their poore hunger-bitten Neighbours or Stran- 
ers, that ſhall flie to them for reliefe in their neceſſities ? I 
peak to the Experience and Judgement of diſcerning Chriftians, 
whether or no to live on benevolence and uncertainty will not in 
x ſhort time beggar the Miniſtery? Does not vatiableneſſe and 
changing attend the humour and nature of man, as it doth all 
things elſe under the Cope of Heaven? Was it not ſo in Chrifts 
and his Apoſties times? Did not the people of Lyftra that made 
a God of Paul on the one day, ſtone him on the other > And in 
the very Infancy of the Church, when zeal hurnt hotreſt, our Sa» 
viour himſelfe found even then a coole blaſt, when for want of 
ordinary ſupply he was faine to fetch iwenty pence by a Miracle 
out of a Fiſhes mouth to ſupply 2 want, Mat. 17. 27. : _ 1 
2 eleeve, 


Joh. 21. 19 


Acts 1441. 19 
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Mat, 23. 23 


2 Arge: 
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believe, if we depend upon the Peoples wills, or lived which God 


avert) upon an arbitrary maintenance, in a ſhore time we that 
ſhould be Fiſbers of Men, ſhould turne Fiſters for money in the 
dirty puddles of the World, being forced. by extremities to doe 
what is repugnant and contrary to the dignity of our Calling, 
which is (as hath beene ſaid ) to be the Ambaſſadours of God, 


2 Cor. 5. 20. 


"I Sz cr. VI. 
What portion by way of maintenance according to Gods 
Word, belongs to thoſe Miniſters. 


WV then , the neceſſity of a ſufficient and fit mainte- 
nance being proved, the quota pars, the bow much may 
be queſtioned : And indeed it is a queſtion which hath put the 
wits of the learned upon the rack of invention to find out Argn- 
ments to prove this poſition, which I ſhall (ow d) maintaine, 
That a tenth part is due to the Clergy Divino jure, by Divine right, 
built upon the will, or founded upon the VVaord of God, 


Mi firſt Argument to prove this ſhall be drawne from a cer- 


taine rule, commended to us by the Ancient Fathers, That when- 
ſoever wee finde in Holy Scriptures that our Saviour Chriſt Re- 
peated a precept out of the old Law, and did not withall repeale 
it, that Precept is obligatory (for the matter and ſubſtance of 
it) to us in the new. Now we finde that he repeated the Pre- 
cept concerning Tithes when he rebuked them for their Hypo- 
crifie and Covetouſneſſe, but he did not repeale it by forbiddin 

the fact, therefore Tithes are agreeable to the mind of ¶ briſt. 
Theſe things enght pee to have done, &c. Mat. 23. The doing wher- 
of, if it had beene a Sinne, would in the naming of them have 
been forbidden, and prohibited by Him. The like may be a- 
verred from that place in the Habe. c. . v. 8. Aud here men that 


die receive Tithet, & c. Chriſt by his Apoſtle mentioning the re- 


ceiving of them, without any of the leaſt reprehenſion, ſeemes 

— ſtampe upon the payment of them his allowance and appro» 
ation, 7 

 Againe, if the Lawof Nations, which is an univerſall and joynt 


conſent in the praftice of certaine duties, if that be no other 


then 


— 


then the Law of Nature, which in Oratory is called the Law of 
Reaſon by Divines the worall Law, I may inferr that ſo farre forth 
as a Tenth part is due by any one of theſe , ſo farre likewiſe it is 
due by all the reſt. Now that to pay a Tenth part of their en- 
creaſe, and a Tenth of their ſubſtance was the conſtant practice 
of all Nations in the World is proved at large by Mr. Selden 
c. 3. of his Hiſtory of Tithes, and Montagus in his Diatribe c. 3. out 
of theſe I could produce ſo many ſtories of the Gentiles and o- 
thers to this purpoſe, as would fill many ſheetes, and tire the 
Readers patience. I (hall onely acquaint you with one particu- 
Jar out of Alexand. ab Alexan l. 3. who ſayes, that the Romans 
thought there was no other canſe why Lucullus abounded ſo much in 
wealth above others, but onely this, that he paid his Tiibes faithfully 
unto Hercules, under which Title they wor ſhipped the Sun, and offerd 
the Tithe of their fruits unto him. | 

From the Premiſes I may deduce this Inference, that if the | 
Law of Nations be the Law of Nature (as indeed it is) and this Quit ſcribit in 
written (as S. Augaſtive aſſerts) in the hearts of men by the cordibu hominis 
Finger of God, which is the Worke of his Spirit; The practice aalen legen 
of all Nations from the Creation till Cbriſt, and even till theſe 7 . Dow. 
finfull Times, may be a ſufficient proofe and warrant to us, that 
to pay a Tenth is the Will of God, and hath for its ground his 
Word written in the hearts of men, even the Gentiles or Hea- 
thens, who ( as S. Paul atteſts) doe by nature the things contained 
in the Law, & c. and ſhew *gyov 7% vous the VVorke of the Law 
Written in their hearts, that is, They doe what the Law now en- 
joynes to be done by us, And they one day will riſe up in judge- 
ment againſt this Nation, living in the Sun-ſhine of the Goſpell, 
and enriched with greater bleſſings then thoſe Pagans were, yet 
are we outſtripped by them in acts of Religion, which was the 
cauſe of T heodoret's complaint, That the Heathen did give their Tdvrn; du 75; 
Tenths and firſt fruits to be employed in their Idolatrous ſervice to Tui; u 4 
the maintenanze of their Temples, Oratories, Prieſt mand Altars, in O 5 (- 
a more liberall manner then is done by Chriſtians. Such honour the 10. in ro- 
Prieſts of the Living God,and Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt have not with dad ein irefic. 
1. And much leſſe have they in theſe ſad times (the very picture of Theod. g 
profaneneſſe) wherein Schiſme and Sacrileage go hand in hand, 
and threaten the ruine of Religion and learning. 

1 The 


Rom. 2. 14, 15 
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Sacerdotibus 
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cham fair , the Law of Nature, whoſe dictate hee followed, when (as wee 
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The third Argument to prove that the payment of 7::4ts, or 
a tenth — is agreeable to the Wilt or Word of Gel, may be 
drawn from Abraham his paying Tithes to Melchizedek Prieſt of 
the moſt high God, and King of Salem, Heb. 7. 1. This Melchi- 
redet, as hee was a Type of Chriſt, ſo in this act of receiving 
Tithes of Abraham 'prefigured:the Clergy, as Abralam did the 
Laity, as S. Chry/oftome. ſeemes to intimate, Orat. 4. adverſus 

ud : 


05. met cs » | 
No man will ſay that this act of Abraham did beate any re- 


ſpeR, or reference tothe Leviticall Law, which at that time was 
not conſtituted, Wee may rather affieme that what hee did was 
done in obedience. to the ſecret inſtinct, and inward motion of 
Gods Spirit, moving him to do that which ( as Huge Cardina- 
lis aſſerts) was not by Adam himſelfe omitted, who as it is 
agreed upon by the Learned) taught his Sonnes to offer Firſt- 
fruits and Tenths to God, and undoubtedly hee himſelfe was 
Otod i, taught of God. And this Leſſon being writ in the 
booke of Nature (I meane that which is rationall) ꝓacob it ſeemes 
had well learned it : for furely hee was moved and ſtirred up by 


Facob promiſſis read of him, Gen. 20. v. ult.) in his journey to Padam Aram to 
iuſnuae. Wala fetch him a Wife, he vowed that if God would accompany him 


frid. Strabo. 


in bis journey, and give him Meat and Cloth, ſo that he return- 


ed with ſafety and comfort, then (ſaid hee) the Lord /ball be my 


God, and the flene which I have ſet up 4s a Pillar ſhall be Gods 
Houſe, and of all that thou ſhalt give mee will I give the tenth unto 
thee. Here by the way we are to note with a learned Interpre- 
ter on this place, that cob did not bargain or condition with 
God, that if God performed what hee defired , then the Lord 
ſhould be his God, and that het would build him an Houſe, and 
pay him Tithes, and otherwiſe not; but he alledged it as ſnewing 
that by this meanes hee ſhould be the better enabled, and ſtored 
to performe with cheerfullneſſe thoſe debts and duties which he 


. owed to Gd. I vi. uv DPS 
And that to pay Tithes was à debt due to God even before 


the Leviticall Prieſthood was ordained, may be evinced by 2 
remarkable place in Exodus c. 22. v. ag. where wee have theſe 
words from Gods owne Mouth, Thon ſoalt not delay to offer For: 


The Conntry-mans Catechiſme. 15 : 
firſt of thy ripe fruits, aud of thy lignors, & r. Which by the conſent 
Pl, before wr is to bude tool of Tiches and firſt fruits of 
Corne, Oyle, and Wine, And therefore Hierome tranſlates the 
words thus, Decimas tuas, & r. Thy Titbes and ſirſt fruits ſhalt 
thou wot keepe back, Here alſo the word keepe back , non turdabis, 
evidently and moſt convincingly ſneweth, that it was a cuſtome 
of old, even from the time that the World was made, to pay 
the Tenth of all unto the Lord, and therefore they are required 
now by God as a thing not new, but ever practiſed from the very 
firſt Creation. £37k ER © S371 

As for the time of the New Teſtament, under Chriſ, and his 
Apoſtles, if it be demanded how Tithes ſtood then, I anſwer,that 
they were payed then to the Prieſts & Levites,and in the Churches 
planted and ſett led by the Apoſtles, there was a community of 
all things, and à contribution by way of Almes, which was ex- 
traordinary and to ſerve onely for à time, untill the Zew:/> Sy- 
nagogue was extinct and buried ; This done, when whole States 
and Kingdomes began to receive Chriſtianity , and the Magi- 
ſtrates began to favour the Church, then the Ordinary mainte- 
nance of it by paying of Tithes began de facto to be reinforced, 
and generally praiſed , untill 44cithriſ# ( the Popes of Rome) 
diſordered the Church againe by their impropriationt, taking away 
the Tithes from their proper Churches; and leſt this act of theirs 
ſhould be branded with Sacriledge, * Alexander de Hales an In ſent. 3. pt. 
Engliſhman, the Father of Schole-divinity, and F Thomas Aqui. Q. 51. .» 
nas his Scholar, invented a Plaiſter to cover this ſore (which can | 22 =- Q 37, 
never cure the wound nor ſalve their credit) whilſt they endea- - | : 
voured to prove that the payment of Tithes has no other ground 
or baſis then the Judicial Law, on which they would have it 
onely built, and that they are Judicials : which opinion is falſe as 
that other of the Separatiſts , who hold that they are C eremonies, 
whereby they charge the Church of Chriſtians of impiety in the 
higheſt degree, in appointing Tithes for the maintenance of Mi- 
»iſters, and ſo retaining a Ceremony in the Church after the time 
ot Reformation by Chriſt, and that againſt the expreſſe Doctrine 
of the Apoſtle, Heb 9. Where he deſcribeth Ceremonies in theſe Heb. g. 10. 
words, Carnall rites which were enjoyned till the time of Reforma- 


tion, By carnal rites the Apoſtle underſtands ſuch worldly and 
* | Re Ie rude 
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rue Elements, Gal. 4. g. or ſuch impotent and beggerly widiments 
as ſerved for the inſtitution of the rude and ignorant people of 
the eweis, but Tithes ſerved for no ſuch inſtitution (for they did 
reach nothing, but ſerved then, as they do now for honour and = 
maintenance of them who are Guides and Teachers of the 
E+ people.) Therefore they are not Ceremonies, Neither laſtly 7a 
B dicialls ( as the Scholemen fondly aſſert) for no holy things are 
Pudicials,nor Fudicials.holy things, but Tithes are holy things, ſe- 
parate from common uſe for the ſervice of God in the mainte- 
* nance of his Miniſters. They are likewiſe ſtabliſhed by a perpe- 
tuall Ordinance ( ſo are not Fdicials)- being part of the morall 
1 Cox, 9; x3 Truth, as appeares by that of the Apolile, 1 Cor. g. The Lord hath 
** © © * ordainedthat they who preach the Goſpell ſbould live of the Goſpell : 
which Text concludes ſtrongly for Tithes, the ordinary mainte- 
nance of the Miniſters; That Ordinance of God being no In- 
dividuum uagum, but ſome certaine thing, and a part of Gods 
Worſhip, ſuch is the paying of Tithes, whereby the Miniſtery is 
maintained, 


SECT. VII. 
They that deny Tithes, rob God in hit Miniſters, 


fs then that the practice of paying a Tenth part, hath for 
its ground and warrant, Antiquity and Generality, 2 Semper 

and an Vb:ique, which are called by Vincentius Lirinenſis, Fulcra 
Lib, de Hereſ. fidei & weritatis, The Props of our Faith, and UVpholders of the, 

Truth. Seeing (as before hath been ſufficiently proved) we have 

the actions of our Forefathers, of Chriſtians, and Heathens in all 
IF Ages to confirme the ſame unto us, which actions were the pro- 
A duct, the reſult of the law of nature, imprinted in their hearts by 
: the finger of God, will any man then call that into queſtion, and 
make a doubt of it, which is thus ratified, confirmed, and com- 
mended to us by ſo ancient, and ſo generall examples of the 
moſt and beſt that have lived before us; and likewiſe eſta- 
bliſhed. by Goſpell. Authority? We may as well queſtion. the 
lawfulneſſe of our keeping the Sabbath on that day on which it 
is now obſerved : we have no expreſſe command for it, onely 
WWW 

a 


Hs The Conntry-mans Catechiſme.- -* © | 
chall not che example of Abraham and Facob, ſuch holy Patri- 


archs, hoth Types of Chriſt, and patternes of heavenly things, be 
a precedent to us in the former duty, as that of the * Apoſt les is 
to us in the latter? And may we not as well undertake to alter 
and change the Limitation of the Sabbath, i. e. to make an altera 
tion of it from the ſeventh day to the eighth, may we not doe 
this as well as alter that portion of the Tenth part which is ap- 
pointed and allotted ro God ? No doubt we may. But that be- 
ing unlawful, this latter cannot be warrantable, God is our 
Lord, we owe him both Rent and Service. This latter of Service 
we are to tender in a ſpeciall manner every ſeventh day; The for- 
mer yee pay unto him when yee give the Tenth of your encreaſe, 
according to Gods Will, unto his (AA iniſters, to whom hee hath 
made over that right which he hath to your Tithes; ſo that if 
defraud the Adiniſters yee xob God of his due, as is evident by 
that complaint of Ged by his Prophet, Mal. 3. 8. Tee have robbed 
me in Tithes and Offerings. And aſſure your ſelves if you take 
Gods Right from him, Hee for your ſinnes will with the Breath 
of his Diſpleaſure blaſt you with a curſe, ſo that you ſhall as ano- 
ther Prophet ſpeakes , Sow much but bring in little, your land 
hall not give it's encreaſe, becauſe it ſhall want God- bleſſing, 
. which all your labours will be in vaine, and your paines 
itictle, | 


S8crT. VIII. 
The abolition ef Tithes againſt the authority of Ancient Conncels, 
and the Lawes of the Realms. 
O prove the warrantableneſſe and equity of paying Tithet 
to the Miniſtery, I could by way of Appendix or Addition 
to my former Arguments drawn from the Law of Nature , and 
the practice of it in all Ages, ſubjoyne the authority of the A- 


poſtles f Canons, 35 whereof are agreed upon almoſt by all to + Thesth of theſe 
have been theirs, To theſe. might be annexed. the confirmati- is expreſſe | 
on of more then 14 ancient Councells, Together with the Statute - Tiibes. 


Lawes of this Realme, all which enjoyne under a ſharp penalty 
the forenamed duty. 

It would require a large volume to repeate all the * 
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rule Elements, Gal. 4. 9. or ſuch impotent and beggerly nudiment- 
as ſerved for the inſtitution of the rude and ignorant people of 
the ces, but Tithes ſerved for no ſuch inſtitution (for they did 
teach nothing, but ſerved then, as they do now for honour and 
maintenance of them who are Guides and Teachers of the 
people.) Therefore they are not Ceremonies, Neither laſtly 72 
dicials ( as the Scholemen fondly aſſert) for no holy things are 
udiciali nor Fudicials holy things, but Tithes are holy things, ſe- 
parate from common uſe for the ſervice of God in the mainte- 
- nance of his Miniſt ers. They are likewiſe ſtabliſned by a perpe- 
tuall Ordinance ( fo are not Fdicials)- being part of the morall 
1 Cor, 9; x3 Trath,as appeares by that of the Apoltle, 1 Cer. . The Lord hath 
ovᷣeredained that they who preach the Goſpell ſbouli live of the Goſpell: 
which Text concludes ſtrongly for Tithes, the ordinary mainte- 
nance of the Miniſters; That Ordinance of God being no In- 
dividuum vagum, but ſome certaine thing, and a part of Gods 
Worſhip, ſuch is the paying of Tithes, whereby the Miniſtery is | 


maintained, 


S C r. VII. 5 ö 
They that deny Tithes, rob God in his Miniſters, | 


Eeing then that the practice of paying a Tenth part, hath for 

its ground and warrant, Antiquity and Generality, à Semper 

and an Dbique, which are called by Vincentius Lirinenſis, Fulcra 
Lib. de Here fidei & veritatis, The Props of our Faith, and Upholders of the, 

Trauth. Seeing (as before hath been ſufficiently proved) we have 

the actions of our Forefethers, of Chriſtians, and Heathens in all 

Ages to confirme the ſame unto us, which actions were the pro- 

duct, the reſult of the law of nature, imprinted in their hearts by 

the finger of God, will any man then call that into queſtion, and 

make a donbt of it, which is thus ratified, confirmed, and com- 

mended to us by ſo ancient, and ſo generall examples of the 

moſt and beſt that have lived before us ; and likewiſe eſta- 

bliſhed by Goſpell. Authority? We may as well queſtion. the 

lawfulneſſe of our keeping the Sabbath on that day on which it 

is now obſerved : we have no expreſſe command for it, onely 
che practice of the Apoſtles is a law and rule herein unto us: And 
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chall not che example of Abraham and Facob, ſuch holy Patri- 
archs, both Types of Chriſt, and patternes of heavenly things, be 
2 precedent to us in the former duty, as that of the Apeſtlas ĩs Cor. 16.2 

to us in the latter? And may we not as well undertake to alter Rey. 1. wo. 
and change the Limitation of the Sabbath, i. e. to make an altera. 
tion of it from the ſeventh day to the eighth, may we not doe 
this as well as alter that portion of the Tenth part which is ap- 
pointed and allotted to God ? No doubt we may. But that be- 
ing unlawful], this latter cannot be warrantable, God is our 
Lord, we owe him both Rent and Service. This latter of Service 
we are to tender in a ſpeciall manner every ſeventh day ; The for- 
mer yee pay unto him when yce give the Teuth of your encreaſe, 
according to Gods Will, unto his (Afiniters, to whom hee hath 
made over that right which he hath to your Tithes; ſo that if yer 
defraud the Ainiſters yee xob God of his due, as is evident by 
that complaint of God by his Prophet, Mal. 3. 8. Tee have robbed 
me in Tithes and Offerings. And aſſure your ſelves if you take 
Gods Right from him, Hee for your ſinnes will with the Breath 
of his Diſpleaſure blaſt you with a curſe, ſo that you ſhall as ano- 
ther Prophet ſpeakes , Sow much but bring in little, your land 
hall not give it's encreaſe, becauſe it ſhall want God: bleſſing, 
— — which all your labours will be in vaine, and your paines 

cuitle ile. | 


Hag. i. 6: 
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Szer. VIII. 
The abolition ef Tithes againſt the authority of Ancient Conneels, 
a and the Lawes of the Realms. | 
12 prove the warrantableneſie and equity of paying Tithes 
to the Miniſtery, I could by way of Appendix or Addition 
to my former Arguments drawn from the Law of Nature , and 
the practice of it in all Ages, ſubjoyne the authority of the A- 
poſtles f Canons, 35 whereof arc agreed upon almoſt by all to ;7þe5:h of theſe 
have been theirs. To theſe. might be annexed the confirmati- i: expreſſe for 
on of more then 14 ancient Councels, Together with the Statute - Tiber. 
Lawes of this Realme, all which enjoyne under a ſharp penalty 
the forenamed duty. 
It would require a large volume to repeate all the * 
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1 Conſi. : 


The Conntry-mans Catechifſme., 
acts of Parliaments that have been enacted and promuſged con- 
cerning Tithes , both before and ſince the Conqueſt till theſe 
Times; I ſhall onely commend to your conſiderations one re- 
markable paſſage in that Act of Parliament 27. Hen. 8. c. 20, 
which beginnes thus, That whereas numbers of il diſpoſed perſons 
having no reſpełi of their duty to «Almighty God, but againſt right 
and good tonſcience Aid withhold their Tithes due t6 God and the 
Church, Cc. ; 

I deſire all who have ſtirred againſt Tirhes to confider this ex- 
preſſion, and to ſhew the ſpirit of meekneſſe by ſubmitting them- 
ſelves to the wills of their Superiours , in things that are not re- 
pugnant, but agreeable to the Word, the oppoſing whereof does 
not onely wound the Conſcience, but argnes great Pri ie in the 
oppoſers, which ever ſhewes it ſelfe in a defire of change, and 
an endeavour to alter the ſettled Government of that ſlate, 
wherein they live. 


|  $Sner. IX. 25 
Certaine Conſiderations (by way of Motive) to deter men from 
„8. the thought of putting downe Tithes. 
TD Ve to ſuppreſſe this ſwelling humour, or rather rumonr of 
Pride, that it breake out no farther to the ruine of thoſe in 
whom it was firſt bread ; Let me commend to their judgements 
certaine confiderations , which may be ſo many motives to incite 
them to deſiſt from proſecuting, ortirring againſt the rights of 
the Church. | 4 
Firſt, let them conſider how great a danger may accrew both 
to their eſtates and perſons by the abolition, ſubverſion or over- 
throw of thoſe Lawes , which have bcen of force for ſo many 
Ages amongſt us. It is an infallible maxime delivered by the 


Aqui, 1. zdæ, Lawyers; In rebus novis conſtituendis evidens debet eſſe utilitas ut 
77. Ar. 2. recedatur ab eo jure quod diu æquum viſum eſt. i. e. No humane 
Quoniam muta - Law which is the Dictat of Reaſon, and founded upon cuſtome, 


tio legis commu» 
ni ſaluti detri- 
mentum afferr 


may with ſafety be altered and changed, unleſſe there reſult from 


that change, or alteration, a manifeſt good to the Cemmon- 


ſolet non ſemper Wealth, and that there be a great neceſſity of changing, and that 


cx made ef, either becauſe the Law is manifeſtiy unjuſt , or hurtfull to thoſe 


who 
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The Country- mans Catechiſme, 
who obſerve it. Now there is no Neceſſity of altering the Lawes 
concerning T :thes , the action of paying being ſo juſt, in that it is 
warranted by the Word, and ſo profitable to thoſe that doe it, 
as appeares by the contrary in thoſe who do it not, viz. Thar 
thoſe ſeldome or never proſpered in their Eſtates , who denied 
this duty to their Minifers, As for the profit which may re- 
dound to the Commen-Wealth from the alteration of theſe Tithe Corſuctudo ef 
lawes , that will appeare to be none at all, if you ſeriouſly con · vis eonſtrictius 
fider this, That thoſe who overthrow and aboliſh without any legis. Aqu. 
reaſon the ancient Lawes confirmed by a long continued cuſtome 

and uſe ina Commen-wealth, doe in a manner break the band of 

a fagot, upon which all the wood falls aſunder, and is ſooner 

conſumed in the fire : ſuch men may make way for the aboliſhing 

of other juſt rights and cuſtomes , which are to the people in- 

ſtead of Lawes, and wherein their liberties conſiſt. Believe it, 

if the rights of the Clergy ſettled by Law be once aboliſhed and 

taken away , the next thing that the Anabaptiſtical Innovators 

would proceed to, ſhonld be this, The — of. the Te. 

nure or Title that any man hath to his Lands or Goods. Wit- 

neſſe the bold attempt of the Levellers, who have already diſ- 

covered their deſigne to overthrow the Gentry, and not to ſuffer 

any one of the Commonalty , to have or hold any more Lands 

then the Sword, and their miſguided wills ( which they meane to 

defend) ſhall permit, or tolerate. He that ſhall read but a tory . i 

in Slepdan of the Anabaptiſts fury and practiſes in thoſe dayes, Li.5. comment. 

. will certainly feare to joyne with them in this bold undertaking 3 

of pulling down,and aboliſhing the payment of Tithes. The ſtory 

is _— it — this. = 

They an their commotions in Franconia, with x claime ; p 

of * Chriſtian Liberty (as if this could not conſiſt with obedi- — 5 
ence to Magiſtraey) and they pretended(forſooth ) that the pay- communis Ex» 
ing of Tithes could not ſtand with that liberty. (O fond im- cutiendum elſe 
piety ! ) Neither did they ſtick here, but, as wickedneſſe is — 
active, they proceeded to levell the A2biliry and Gentry with the R,u; iu. 
meanelt pcaſants of the Country : and whereas any, under a Theſe were 
Gentleman, was forbid by a (tri edi to hunt, Fiſh, or Fowle, their poſitions. 

they laboured to overthrow that Statute , and did not reſt here, Spanbem. Hiſto, 

but went one degree farther ( as they would doe now if they be 4nabyp. p. 6. 
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| The Country-mans Catechiſme. 


not curbed ) They laboured to ſettle amongſt themſelves a Pla. 
tor's Common-· wealth, maintaining a community of goods, &c. 


and equality of States, by which meanes the common People 


ranking themſelves in the degree of Nobles, forbore to worke; 
and when they wantcd, they tooke from the rich by force and 
violence. | 8 
Neither was this all; At laſt they went ſo farre in the defence 
of their fanſied liberty, as to thunder out Excommunications 
againſt choſe who did not adhere to their factions; They exclu · 
ded them from their meetings as profane and impious, and at 
laſt uſurped a power even over Prixces to depoſe and dethrone 
them at their wills and pleaſures, ( brave Popelins 1) and for the 
doing hereof they pretended their Ring · leaders Munter vi- 
fions, which deluded him, as they did thoſe fooliſh Diſciples. 
For as you may read in the forenamed Booke of Slaidan, they 
were at one time cut off by the Frauconiant, notwithſtanding the 
vaine promiſes of Munter their Captaine , to keepe off the Bul- 
Jets from them with the Robe wherewith hee was clad, &c. But 


to returne from this Digreſſion to what I chiefly intend ;; let mee 
- entreate all well-minded Hriſtians to confider this ſtory, and te 


perſwade themſelves that with the overthrow of Tithes will 
follow the overthrow and deſtruction of the Clergy ; for as Re- 
latives matually inferre one another, as well by a Poſitive as 2 
tive inference ; fo, take away the Benefit or Benefice which 
* allotted to the Office, the latter will preſently fall and dimi- 
riſh. This the Apoſtate Fulian knew well, when he robbed the 
Church of its meanes, knowing that the want of wages would in 
time bring after it a want of Workmen, and labourers in the 
Vineyard of the Church. For, the fayling of that maintenance 
which is aHotted to Miniſters to ſweeten their paines, and to en- 
courage them in their labours, may occaſion likewiſe ſuch a dif- 
eonragement to Parents that they will not diſpoſe of their chil- 
dren in that Calling, for feare they ſhould ſerve Chriſt upon 
ſuch poore termes as the Levite ſerved Micol, pudges 17.10. or 
as the Prieſts of Js did that Heathen Goddefſe, who were 
not allowed a new Suite , untill the old was worne to 
ragges. \ 


Neither will the Ainiſtery by this meanes fall alone, but * 


2 * 8 1 
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| The Country- man: carechiſu - 
it ( I am confident ) will follow the deſtruction of the No los 
and Gentry , who will finde to their ſad experience, that fanſie 
; ' | and fury being the guides of Anabaptiſts, when theſe have made 


uſe of the Country- mant Ignorance to pull done the Hedge and 

Wall of the Church, they will with a wild and giddy violence 

breake in upon his liberties , and aff rd no more to the Maſters 

of the Plow, then they themſelves ſhall think fit; who are ſtrange 

Judges to determine of our rights and properties, Be ſare, thoſe 

whom they thinke holieſt ( and ſuch will prove moſt fooliſh, if 

not moſt wicked and impious ) ſhall have a greater ſhare in the 

uſe of theſe worldly goods, then they who are more knowing, 

and have ſpent all cheir time in ſtudy and Gods Service. To pre- 

vent all theſe inevitable miſchiefes , ſtrive with all earneſtneſſe of 

your beſt and moſt active endeavours to defend the ancient 

; Lawes, both thoſe which concerne the Charch, as thoſe which 

y concerne the State, and with the defence of theſe (which are 

4 like the wheeles in EzekieÞs Viſion, like Zacharie's two ſtaves, ſo Ee: 1. 16 

N neceſſary is their dependency of the one from the other, ſo in · Zach, 11. 7 
terwoven are they, and knit together, that whoſoever attempts 79 
to diminiſh the former, endeavours by conſequent to deſtroy the 

latter.) Therefore, I ſay, with the defence of theſe you will de- 

4 fend your own juſt and ancient Liberties; otherwiſe if you over - 

8 throw them you muſt looke to be ſlaves to your ſervants, who 

ö will admit of no bonds when the ancient bounds of the Lawes 

ö ( which hold men to their ſeverall reſpective duties) are 

aboliſhed. Be wiſe therefore in time, and beware leſt an over · 

4 eager defice of liberty end in ſlavery ; and leſt whilſt you labour 

too much for a ſuppoſed freedom,you procure the Kingdoms and 

your own deſtruction. 


| SE CT, X. 
The great ingratitude of thoſe Who rob God of his Tithes, &. 


[ "THe next Conſideration which I commend to the Country- 2 Confid, - 
| war's ſerious meditation is this: To conſider how ungrate- : 
full he would ſhew himſelfe to God in denying to pay a Tenth 


of his encreaſe to Hi Miniſter. For ſuppoſe that a great Lord 
ee ſhould 


UMI 


22 


Ang. Ser, de 


Temp., 


3. Conſid. 


4 Conſid. 


Nx. or. 1. 


2 Cor, 11. 2 


chould give to yon 2 Thowſand pounds 


the Law, Preached and preſſed to their benummed Conſciences 3 


The Country mans Catechiſme. 
per annum, and inveſt you 
freely in ſo great ah Eſtate, onely on condition of paying to one 
of his ſervants Ten pounds per annum, or every year, if you ſhould 
deny to do this and fayle once in the payment, might hee not 
jaſtly take from thee what he formerly had ſo freely bequeathed? 
Even ſo it is betweene God and Man. 
ceives by and from his bleſſing ; In acknowledgement whereof 
he has enjoyned thee by his Mord to give to his Miniſter, his Ser- 
vant, a Tenth part of thy ſubſtance, which if thou refuſeſt to doe, 
thou canſt not but expect a curſe from God, even what S. Aug. 
threatneth againſt all thoſe who refuſe to pay their Tithes, it is, 
that God will reduce them ad partem decimen, blaſt all the nine 
parts of their Eſtates, and leave them onely a Tenth without his 
bleſſing. 


The third thing which I defire the Country. man to conſider is, | 


how he will faile in his expectation, if hee thinkes he ſhall gaine 
by not paying of Tithes, but allowing the Miniſter a certaine 
ſtipend. Let him aſſure himſelfe that if he be Tenant, his Landlord 
(as juſtly he may) will accordingly tie him to the payment of a 
greater rent; So that what hee ſaves by robbing God and his 
Miniſter, hee will be forced to put it into his Lexdlords purſe, 
and leave to himſelf nothing but an heavy curſe , which hee muſt 
look to meet with from God for his unthankfulneſſe. | 

Fourthly, let him conſider theſe two particuars. 

Firſt,how the Prieſthood under the Goel tranſcends by many 
degrees, and is farre more excellent then that of the Law, and 
that the Clergy now deſerves infinitly more then the legall Prieſts 
and Levites ; for that our imployment now is not about groſſe, 
materiall, and earthly things, as burning Incenſe, killing of Sa- 
crifices, lighting Candles, 8c. but our worke is Led LA 
x) demdooa 5 tbrus, x, Siva Oc 8s Nax. ſayes well, That is, 
To knock of thoſe fetters which pull downe mens Soules to the 
Earth, fo as to delight in vanities: our duty likewiſe is to wing 
them by our Exhortations, and raiſing them upwards, to preſent 
them to God as chaſt Virgins, pure and ſpotleſſe, free from all 
thoſe grofle ſinnes which ſtaine the life of worldlings ; our worke 
is to kill and dead ſinne in our Auditors, by the ſharpe Knife of 


LikE- 


All that hee hath hee re - 


fift part for ſeverall Tithes and duties which were commanded , 4. 


profeſſe (rift, yet grudge to pay a tenth portion of what they: 
enjoy, to his Miniſters, | 


The Conuntry-mans Catechiſme.” 
Likewiſe to inveſt by Gods aſſiſtance cooperating with ns) their 
Soxles with new qualities, that ſo they may live a new life, who 
were formerly dead in Sinnes and Treſpaſſes: In a word, Our ; 
work is wholly Spiritual, the Levites altogether, or for the molt 1 
part, Car nal; They were not, as we are, to give an account to . 
God for other mens Sonles; And yet conſider in the ſecond 
place, how far their Sa/ary or Stipend exceeded ours, on whom 
too lieth the burthen of paying Tithes and firſt fruits. They (as is 
clearely proved out of the Scriptures and Fewiſb writers by the 
Learned Scaliger, Maſter * Selden and others) received almoſt a . z Hif.6 


by Goa, and diſcharged punctually by the Zewes ; whoſe willing» 
neſſe and readineſle to requite the Levites paines (nothing in re- 
gard of ours) will aggravate the Sinne of Goſpellers, men that 


It cannot ſtand with (hriſtianity (fo ſayes a moſt knowing and ,,, T1,.oum.. 
judicious Writer of late) which ſwppeſeth greater Grace of God in his books cal- 
then the Law, to allow a ſcarcer portion to the maintenance of God; led, The Right | 
ſervice, then the Law requires, He likewiſe aſſures us upon a good f Ch, 
account, reckoning up all their offerings, and caſting up>their P... 
receipts, that the Levites Revenue annuati m could not be ſo little pag. 211. 
as a fift part of the fruit of the Land. And then concludes thus 
excellently to our preſent purpoſe, Now that any rate ſhowld be 
determined by the Goſpell, agrees not with the difference betweene it 
and the Law. This conſtraining obedience by feare, commands under 
penalty of vengeance from heaven to pay ſo much. That (i. e. the Go- 
ſpel) perſWading men, firſt, freely to give themſelves to God, cannot 
doubt, that they Which doe ſo, will freely part with their goods for his 
ſervice. And therefore if the per petuall practice of Chriſtians muſt 
limit thoſe Lawes (he meanes thoſe given to the Fewes) which- 
the Scriptures limit not, we ſee the firſt (hriftians at Jeruſalem. | 
farre outdoe any thing that was ever done under the Law, and We pig neues in 
ſee that all Chriſtian people in all ſucceeding ages have done What their comributis. 
the Church now requires but to be continued. Thus Maſter Thorn. ons to the Ah. 
dike, whoſe Learned and Moderate adviſe concerning Church- | 5 ; 
government, and other duties belonging to the Church of Chriſt; kd 9 
if it were duly obſerved and followed, we ſhould find an happy © 
conjunction of Peace and Truth. | 8 But 
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But to returne againe to my. purpoſe ; Beſides that fift part 
= which in all likelyhood the Levites received of the 7eWes, the 
Vid. Maino Rubbing reckon up. 24. gifts which were given to the Prieſts, 
— Fut. fut all which ace recorded by a laborious interpreter on Deut. 1 8. 
and Separations, ver. 19. Theſe and the other which the Levites received, were 
Id. in Biccurin. for a long time freely exhibited; but when theſe portions were 
detained, when the people began to be wearie of Gods ſervice, 
and neglected their duty in not affording ſuch things as were 
appointed to the Levites, then Was the houſe of God forſaken, 
Nebem. 3. Upon which followed thoſe fad conſequences, which 
would follow upon the not paying of Tithes, and if Miniſters 
dapended upon the bounty of their Pariſhioners. | 

For in the fift and laſt place, I wiſh all co conſider this (which 
if they have any love to God, and the maintenance of his true 
Religion amongſt us, will be a curb and bridle to the forward- 
neſſe of Tithe-Oppeſers) it is a perſwaſion wherewith I am car- 
ried, that if the Miniſters be robbed of their Tithes, and they 
_.  themſelvesput.into that paſſive Condition, wherein the ewe: 
Gal. 4.7% were under the Law, to be under Twtors, to be under Guardians, 
and Governorrs, fo as to depend for their livelyhood and mainte- 

nance,upon the arbitrary penſions and contributions of 77#ſtees, 

who will pay them as they comply with their humour and fan- 

ſies; If we were once fallen upon this pupillage, upon this hard 

ſervice, Iam perſwaded we ſhould ſee in a very ſhort time, the 

Clergie fall either into extreme Povertie or high Impiety. For 

ſappoſe the Truſtees ſhould prove (as it is likely they may and 

will) either proud or covetous, ſuppoſe they prove Schiſmati« 

call and Hereticall oppugners of the Doctrine and antient Dif. 

Cipline of the Church : The beſt and ableſt Miniſters, men of 

| Conſcience, that oppoſe them in theirfalſe opinions and wicked 

Sen. 31.7. practiſes muſt expect to be uſed, as Labas ſerved Jacob, whoſe 
Wages Was changed ſeven times for the worſe ; They ſhall be ſure 

for their Learning and Piety to have the leſſe, and ſo fare the 

worſe. Whereas on the contrary thoſe of looſe Conſciences will 

preach to their humours, and comply with them in their Tenets, 

ſmoothing them up in their Vices, (that ſo they may get the 

greater maintenance} and by that meanes the poore people 

that live under ſuch Governors will ſack the poyſon of their 
8 principles, 
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Principles, be infected with their opinions, eſpecially when they 
are defended and countenanced by:their Teachers. 1 7e 

- Thus when good and learned Miuiſters (hall be diſcouraged 
by meanes of Poverty and want, which like an heavy load and 
an uneaſie Saddle is ever ringing of the back that beares it; you 
mult expect that they will be the more remiſſe in Gods ſervice, 
not ſo active in their Miniſterial duties, or being poor and ſunk in- 
to a low condition, they will fall into the peeples contempt, and 
once contemning their perſons; they will ever contemneè and 
deſpiſe their Doctrine, though never ſo good, never ſo ſound and 
wholſome : by which meanes they will at laſt fall into Atheiſme 
and Profaneneſſe. 

As for the Illiterate Teachers, that will be more complying 
and licentious, they being encouraged more then the others, will 
drive like ehm, will march on futiouſly under the Baur of Im- 
pudence diſplayed before them; and broaching new opinions 
daily, ſuch as ſhill be minted in the braines of their Tators, thoſe 
from whom they receive their maintenance, they will in a ſhort 
time (as hath been done within theſe few yeares) infect the face 
and body of the Church with the Leproſie of falſe Doctrine and 
hereſie, and thereby diſhonour God, caſt a diſgrace upon Relt- 
gion, and murder the Soules of the poore people committed to 
their Charge, leading them both by their example and Doctrine 
into the by-paths of Error and looſe profaneneſſe. 

To prevent all theſe miſchiefs, there is no ſach courſe then to 
ſuffer the Clergie to be ſo farre Independant as not to depend 
upon their Pariſbioners for an arbitrary maintenance, but to en- 
joy with quietneſſe their jaſt titles to their Tithes, which are 
eſtabliſhed and ſetled upon the ſeverall Incumbents by the fun- 
damentall Lawes of the Land, and that with as much right as any 
Layman bath to his Temporall Eſtate. And if once the Clergie 
loſe their right, aſſure your ſelves the Levelers will begin with 
— Copy- holds, and conclude you have no right in the creature 

ecauſe you belong not to their Monopolie of Saintſhip, and not 
ſo holy as they are. | 

Be wiſe therefore in time, make nat a rod for your ſelves by 
Joyning with thoſe in robbing the Church, wh are reſolved: (if 
chey be not curbed) having begun = us to end in your 9 
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and miſeri:s. Oh rather ſpend your breath, and be earneſt in 
your prayers to Almighty God, that he would be pleaſed ſo to 
enlarge the contracted Spirits of ſome of our Nobility and Gen- 
ery, and ſo ſoften their hearts by the dew of his Grace, ſo clear 
the eyes of their underſtandings by. the Colſrium or Eye. ſalue 
of his Spirit, that they may ſee Gods diſpleaſure and the great- 
neſſe of his wrath againſt them, for keeping in their hands what 
belongs to the Church, that upon this diſcoverie they may with 
free hearts (as many noble perſons, Knights and Gentlemen of 
late years have done) refund, if not all, yet a part of their Impro- 
priations for the maintenance and reliefe of the poor Vicars, 
who in many places of this Realme are readie to ſtarve for want 


of meanes, whileſt the fat Impropriators ſwell with their great. 


neſſe, pamper themſelves in pleaſure, and their proud Miſtreſſes 
are trickt and trimmed up with thoſe Church-livings that godly 
men in times paſt gave for the maintenance of Gods ſervice, and 
its Miniſters. 

I have read that Maſter X»ox a cryed · up Miniſter in Scotland. 
whom they ſay (and it is in his life lately publiſhed) had a ſtrange 
Prophetick Spirit, he not long before his death wrote to a Gene- 
rall Aſſembly holden at Sterling, 6. Aug. 1571. Exhorting the 
Miniſters to take bred to themſelves and to the flock, over Which God 
bad placed them Paſtours. And in the cloſe of his letter concludes 
thus, Vnfaithfull Traitours to the flock ſhall ye be, uuleſſe with up- 
riphtneſſe and ſtrength in God ye gain-ſtand the mercileſſe Devou- 


vers of the Patrimonꝝ of the Church. If men will Foile, let them doe 


it to their owne perifl, and condemnation: but communicate ye not 
with their Sinnes of whatſorver ſtate they be, neither by Conſent, 
nor yet by Silence, but With publique proteftation make this known 
to the world, that ye are innocent of ſuch robberies, Which will, ore it 
be bong, provoke Gods Vengeance upon the committers thereof. Here 
he ſpate like a Prophet; for now we ſee their Lords and Genrry, 
all or moſt of them ſtaind with the guilt of ſacriledge, formerly 
enriched with the Churches patrimony (of which they greedily 
poſſeſſed themſelves after their aboliſhing of Epiſcopacy) Now, 
for this, and other their impieties, brought to the poore condi- 
tion of Beſiſa ius. They robbed Gods houſe, the Church, and 


Gedhas juſtly robbed them of their poſkſſions,driven them from 
| EE ed © 
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their Houſes, their Wives and Families. They devouted their Ao. 
thers Joynt. e, and their Brethren have devoured them; So that 
now, that K ingdome hath its Deaths- wound, it is now (as it 
were) giving up the Ghoſt, it breaths (as is conjectured) it's laſt 
breath. Lo-ammi is like to be the motto of it, unleſſe upon their Ho, r. g. 
ſolemne humiliation for their forenamed Sinne, Church-robberie, | 


utter defolation, | 
I ſhall take leave to ſubjoyne here that of eur Saviour to thoſe poſed, and 3. 
Jewes that told him of the Galilaant, whoſe. blood Plat mingled impriſoned. 
with their Sacrificer, To whom our Lord replyed in theſe words, Luk. 13.1.2 . 
Suppoſe ye that theſe Galleans were greater Sinners then the other 
Galileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things? Jill you nay, but ex- 
cept ye repent ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. p | 
This Land is not exempted from the guile of that Nation, the fin 
of Sacriledge is now grown ſo common, ſo generally praiſed, 
that (as a learned * Knight ſaies in an Epiſtle to the Ainiſters * Sir Francis 
of Scotland) it beginneth to be doubted of many whether there 1e wh 
be any ſuch finne forbidden by God, and condemned in his H. be S. 
Word. Itis oftent condemned and forbidden; and unlefle ye ; 
repent of it ye (hall all likewiſe periſh after the example of the > gg 25. 
For this Sinne (with divers others of a deep ſtaine and die) it — 
is that 2 hath ſo ſharply puniſhed our State and Church, being 
highly diſpleaſed with che defaults of the Miniſters of it, and as 
highly provoked with the injuſtice of Jmpropriaters, Lay- Parſons, 
both amongſt the Lords and Commons, who eat the Fleſh and far, 
and leave the bones for the poore Yicars, who being ſtarved 


themſelves, ſtarve the peoples Soules. For as the Zewes ſay, Nulla 1 n n - 


| | 1 hing at 
farina nulla Lex. So commonly there is bad or no preaching a 1 Thub. 


all where there is but a ſmall and ſlender allowance. Which 
moved that good King Ezeckiahin his reformation (which did 
begin with the Deſtruction of Idolatry, not of the ¶ hurch) to 
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- -cotnmand the people to pay their Titer, and Firſt-fruits-unto 
2 Chro. 3 1. 4 the Prieſts and Levites, that they might be encouraged in the Works 
of the Lord. 4 | | 
s And that the (ergy of this Land may be ſo encouraged , the 
Kingdome of Chriſ# enlarged , and the Church edified by re- 
forming of the profane, and informing the ignorant, next to our 
prayers to God for a bleſſing on ſo great a worke, ſolicit the 
Higher- powers by your frequent and humble Petitions, that by an 
addition from impropriated Lands, the ſtipend of poore Vica- 
rages may be enlarged, and never hereafter undertake ſo danger- 
ous a worke as to impoveriſh the other Livings by diminiſhing / 
the Tithes , and Revenew that is ſettled, but rather pay them | 
freely, heartily and-willingly. If yon do this out of a thankfull | 
acknowledgement to God, that you receive from his fatherly F 
care and bounty , all the good things of this life which concerne 
both Soule and Body, then may you expect a farther encrcaſe of 
his bleſſing upon your perſons and Lands, upon you Families, up- 
on your Cattell, and all your undertakings. ä 
It is a dangerous thing to have God your enemy: Curſes and 
Hagues muſt be expected in this fad diſtance, when you are not 
in his favour, and at variance with him, who is %s 3 x; les 
d yabèr, the Fountaine of all being, and the Foundation of all 
happineſſe. Sacriltdge is a crying. Sin that ſets God at enmity 
with us. Charch-Robbers whit detaine what is due to their 245m. 
_ * Per#ateguilty of this ꝓrodigious finne , which is of that fretting: 
nature, that waſting power, as that it ever in all Ages brought 
deſtruction to whole Families ſucceſſively from Age to Age, as 
Tulg. appeares by our Stories (which are lux veritati:) and by that 
paſſage in Mat. Paris of the Manſball; five Brethren who were 
ſucceſſively Earles of Pembroke8 all dying:ĩſſneleſſeſ which in the 
Hebrew or Scriptute phraſe is to be cut off from the People) which 
that ancient Hiſtorian attributeth to the juſt judgement of God 
for the iniquity of their Father ( who uſurped) and of them · 
ſelves, who never reſtored certaine ¶Qlaunors which were taken 
in Ireland from the Biſhop of Ferncs. This ſtory you may. find alſo 
lr ide Life of recorded by Speedp. Sr.. 
H. 3d. The Eagle which ſtole Fleſh from the Altar carried a burning 
Cole with it; which conſumed her Neſt, There is no a” Þ 
gn, 
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high, no wall ſo ſtrong which the ſinne of Sacriledge can not levell | "2 
with the duſt, Were any pile of building fo cloſe, ſo compactd 
together that it could keepe out Aire, yet it ſhould not ex- 
clade jadgement , where that horred finne hath beene fore-ad- 
mitted. | = 

The conſideration of this ſtruck ſuch a terrour into the heart 
of that moſt wiſe Prince, our late K 2ames, that hee in the firſt 
Parliament, in the firſt yeare of his Raigne, made by a ſolemne 
Act, a ſtrict proviſion againſt this ſinne of Sacriledge. The 
ſtaining guilt whereof being wiped out amongſt us by the ſpunge 
of their unfained teares, who have robbed the Church, and by 
the faithfull ſurrender of its Lands and Goods, by Impropria- 
tors, to the reliefe of poore Miniſters, to the maintaining of the 

Univerſities, and other Schools of Learning, to the repairing or 
building of Hoſpitals for Chriſts afflicted members, when this 
Reformation is ſet on foot ( which hath been piouſly begun by 
ſome godly and great perſons not long ſince in this Kingdome, 
whoſe Names I ſhall affix for the imitation of others, at the end 
of this Treatiſe) I ſay when this good worke of reſtitution is 
done, then that Curſe which is intaild to many Families in this 
Land ſhall be repeal'd, and inſtead thereof they and theirs ſhall 
receive a bleſſing from God, who in his Word hath commanded 
us to give unto Cæſar the things that are Cæſars, and unto him- 
ſelſe the things that be His. All that we have is His (chat is God's) 
by right of Creation, and Preſervation by his Providence. They 
had not been without him, nor could they have a good being 

. without his bleſſing : And now that our great God to ſnew his 
bountifull Mercy and Goodneſſe, hath demanded- of you by 
way of Rent and Homage, but a Tenth part of your ſubſtance, 
and left the other nine to your uſe and ſervice; Beware that you 
deny Him not that ſmall pittance, which hee hath made over to 
his Miniſters to uphold and maintaine the Preaching of the Geſ- 

pell, and His Service in the Church. If you begin to murmur a- 

gainſt Moſes, to wrangle with Gods ſervants, and to turne your 

Obedience into diſputes; if you rob God of his Portion which he 

has bequeathed to his (Miniſters aſſure your ſelves he will heape 

upon you and your ſubſtance, your Cattell and your Lands, thoſe 
plagues which he threatens againſt ſcuh ſianers, will nut obey the 
| E3 | voce 


Mat. 22, 21 


30 


The Country maus Catechiſme. 


Read Deut. 28. voyee of the Lord; neither ſerve him with jeyfullueſſo, and with a 
from the 15th geo heart for the abundance of all things which they poſſeſſe. Deut. a8. 


v.to the end. 

It. Levit: 26. 
from the 14th 
Vito the 40th, 
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47. He that having received many full cares ſhall ſtick to repay 
but one ſingle Corne, muſt expect from Goda curſe , and not a 
bleſſing. 

The Lord give you thankfull hearts to him for his great Mer- 
cies, and loving affections, with a reſpectfull bountifulneſſe to his 
Aliniſters. | | 

Decime ex debits requiruntur , & qui eas dare noluerint res 
alienas invadunt. Aug. Serm. 1. Domin. 1 2. poſt. Trin. 


1. e. | 
The payment of Tithes is a debt which is due to the Miniſtery, and 
they that pay them not are guilty of Theft and Robbery. Aug. 


A Catalogue of Benefaclors, and Re- 


feorers of Impropriations to the Chureh. 


41 4 — Faptiſt Lords Hicks, Viſcount Campden, 

beſides many charitable Workes of great expence to Hoſ- 

pitals and Churches, purchaſed and reſtored manyImpropriations, 
1. He reſtored one in Pembroke- ſbire, which coſt 460 l. 

2. One in Northamber land, which coſt 760 l. 

3. One in Durham, which coſt 366 l. 

4. Another in Dorſet- ſbire, which colt 760 l. 

Beſides Legacies to ſeverall Miniſters, which are upon Record. 

His righteouſneſſe ſhall never be forgotten. Ecelns. 44. 

Sir H. Spelman Knight, (To whom the Church owes much for 
the vindication of its rights) having an impropriation in his E- 
ſtate,viz. Middleton in Norfolke, diſpoſed of it for the augmen- 
tation of the Viearage, and gave an addition to Congham, à ſmall 
living neer unto it. 

Sir Ralph Hare Knight, after hee had read Sir H.Spelmarsficlt 
booke in the defence of Tithes,being convinced in his conſcience, 
concerning the illegality and danger of detaining the Churches 
meanes, got leave of the King/after the reſtoring of a good Par- 
ſonage)to inveſt S. ohn College in Cambridge, with the perpetu- 
all Advowſon of it. 9 Sir 
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Sir Roger Townſend, a Religions and learned Knight, reſtored 
three Impropriations to the Church. This was done in Norfolk, 
and the like by many other Gentlemen of that Shire, as my Au- 
_ atteſts, upon certaine informations, but relates not their 
Names, 

Sir William Dodington Knight of Hampſtire a religious Gentle- 
man, reſtored no leſſe then fix Impropriations, out of his own E- 
ſtate,to the value of 600 l. yearly and more. 

The memory of the righteous is bleſſed for evermore. 
Richard Knightly of Northamptonſhire Gent. long ſince de- 
ceaſed,reſtored two Impropiations, Fayſley and Preſton. 

Miſtris Ellan Goulſtam, Relict of Theodore Goldſton Doctor 
of Phyſick, annexed the impropriat Parſonage of Bardwell in 


Suffolk to the Vicarage, and gave them both to S. ohn: Colledge - 


in Oxford. Expreſſing many godly reaſons in a pious Letter 
of her grant, and that ſhee had not been a fruitleſſe obſerver, 
and hearer of thoſe Divines, who taught her that knowledge, 
& without its fruit, and that Love of Chri/# without love to his 
Church, was but an empty caske of an empty Faith. And 
indeed this manner of reſtitution by giving the Advowſon to a 
Colledge, ſeemes in the judgement of pious men to be the belt, it 
being a double benefit to the Church, both in providing carefully 
for the Pariſh', and ſelecting out of the Vniverſities, able and 
worthy men for the diſcharge of ſo 22 2 Truſt, which the 
Governonrs of the reſpective Colledges lo endowed, doe carefully 
provide. = 
The Lord Scudamore, Viſcount Slego, hath(as we are enform- 
ed) very piouſly reſtored much to ſome Vicarages in Herefordſvire. 
There are many more, whoſe Names are written in the Book of 
life, who have been thus beneficiall to the Church of Chriſt. They 
(with thoſe who are here recorded) ſhall to all Generations be 
bleſſed and remembred. For their poſterity a good inheritance is 


reſerved.Their bodies are buried in peace, but their Name liveth for Kccl44.12. 
evermore,v.4. Let your light(the light of your Charity and Mercy RP 


to Chrifts Church) ſo ſvine( as theirs did)before men, and you ſhall 

furely,as they are, be glorified of your. Father which is in Heaven. 

- Tfhall wind up all with an ancient Record, which if well di- 

geſted were ſufficient, amidſt many hundred ſtories of the like na- 
I ture, 
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1 Seventhly, after his fall ta the renowned Pt. Hemm 


And after his death to the L. Dig) E. of Briftolly whoſe unhappis 
Het aft the danger of having Gods and the Churches impreca- 


tion being well weighed, will I hope drive the Saerilggi om to ann 


tiearty and humble confeſſion of their ſinne, and move them to a 
godly-and holy reſtitution: without which: it is impuſsible for a 
man to go to Heaven, if that be true to-which-all Divines ſub· 
ſcribe, that ; Peccatum non dimittitur nifs ablamm reſtituitur. A 
mant ſim ſhall not be temitted untill that which: bec hakt e 
taken away, and detaines, be reſtored. - ..- + 

Therefore give to very one his due. Tribute camber oe 


| Tribute, & o. Tithes toawhom Tithes are due by a jus drvinumand 


if you have defrauded your 24miter formerly: reſtore avhat is in 
your hands, and belongs to him for. his former painesand- for che 
time to cdme pay him his due with chrerfullneſſe, then may y 
. from God — ee — — in. Leuiticu 
it no 2 of his mentioned in that 
eee e and thoſe liones to which: hey are r 
Bool Lord deliver s. 
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ber, Aug. Li. Homiliatum Hom. 48. 
Our Anceſtors did therefore abound i in well and Riches, | 
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